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The Visual Arts Education Curriculum 

 

 

According to Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, “...only man knows himself, because his impulse of 

knowledge comes back to him in its excess. He feels more intensely his personality than other 

creatures because his power of feeling is more than can be exhausted by his objects. This efflux of the 

consciousness of his personality requires an outpour of expression. Therefore, in Art, man reveals 

himself and not his objects.” 

 

What is Art? 

‘Art’ is something more than painting or drawing. It is a way of thinking, a way of seeing and a way of 

living. Art means arrangement and selection. Arrangement and selection mean design. Design means 

an order which is something to be used and enjoyed, something to be lived. More precisely it is an 

essence of appreciation; it is a question of right feeling and right values. It is an awareness and 

appreciation of beauty in everything. Beauty is truth and truth is beauty. Art is a truth, all-pervading 

truth, and appreciation of truth. We celebrate art forms for the appreciation of truth and beauty. 



Education has been defined as an experience, rather reconstruction of experience or more precisely 

continuous reconstruction of experiences. Art is an experience. It is a continuous experience. It is a 

continuous reconstruction of experience in light of new experiences. From where do we get such 

experiences? Of course, from life itself. 

Our ambition is to take art education to a level where its purpose is not to make professionals but to 

add aesthetic sense in life; not to make artists, but intelligent appreciators of beauty; not to make 

furniture, but to be able to choose it; not only to create artwork, but also to be able to enjoy them; to 

nourish all the senses so that every learner lives life in her/his own way to the fullest. And these are 

the perquisites for any successful professions and life. 

‘Art’ in Education: 

‘Art’ has an essential role to play in the educational process, which aims at Humanitarian 

Development. Art plays a major role in liberating human beings. Herbert Read, an English anarchist, 

poet, and critic of literature and art say, “…a learner ’s art, therefore, is its passport to freedom, to the 

full fruition of all its gifts and talents, to its true and stable happiness in adult life.” 

Art leads a learner to its complete blooming. It may begin as a lovely individual activity, such as a self-

absorbed scribbling of a baby on a piece of paper. But the learner scribbles in order to communicate 

her inner world to a sympathetic spectator, the parent, or the teacher, from whom she expects a 

sympathetic response. Alas, mostly she receives only indifference or ridicule. Nothing is more crushing 

to the Pre-primary spirit than a parent’s or a teacher’s contempt for those creative efforts of 

expression. 

Art education should aim at the holistic growth of the individual. It is a way for one to grow and 

become sensitive to the beauty in nature, social values, and the aesthetic aspects of life as a whole. 

A strong arts education benefits all learners, communities, and societies by contributing to the 

development of well-rounded, educated citizens. The arts connect learners with history, heritage, 

culture, and community, fostering an understanding of the diverse values and global perspectives. 

In art education, training of hands and eyes are only a tool-sharpening process, which is important. 

But the sharpening of the brain develops a creative, fulfilled, and well-balanced personality. It helps to 

develop integrated intelligence. 

Life is also like a work of art. A matured artwork develops by adopting several experiences of an artist. 

Similarly, a learner grows into a matured person by undergoing several hues & shades of learning 

from the experiences. 

 

 

 

 



The Visual Arts Curriculum: 
The visual arts education curriculum provides for a balance between expressions and the learner’s 

needs to experience and respond to the visual arts along with other mediums of arts. The contribution 

that art makes to the emotional and imaginative development of the learner is described in this 

curriculum. 

The visual arts education curriculum is founded on the artistic habits of mind – explore and create, 

reason, and reflect, communicate, and document, and connect and expand. All are lifelong and 

transferable knowledge and skills. Learners investigate artistic elements, processes, and techniques 

using a range of materials, tools, and environments, and they learn to honour and respect cultural 

protocols. Learners also develop creative ways to communicate emotions, thoughts, meanings, and 

concepts through the arts, and they learn to respond to knowledge and perspectives that are 

embedded in language, movement, memory, image, symbol, and story. 

The visual arts curriculum comprises interrelated activities in ‘creating art’ and in ‘responding to art’. 

It presents a range of activities in perceiving, exploring, responding, and appreciating the visual world. 

Perceiving involves observing with awareness and understanding of the visual elements and their 

interplay in the environment. Understand the distinctive styles of visual arts from various historical, 

cultural, social contexts and purposes. 

This awareness is fundamental to the development of visual expression and to the learner ’s personal 

response to creative experience. Creating art involves two and three-dimensional work in a range of 

media. Appreciating promotes understanding of the inherent qualities in art works and aesthetic 

enjoyment. In developing the programme, the expressive or creating activities are balanced with 

opportunities to see and to create a personal response to visual art forms of different styles, periods, 

and cultures. Regional craft traditions and their modern developments, as part of the national 

heritage, are among those art forms. 

 

Concepts and skills development 

The focus of the visual arts curriculum is to develop learners’ conceptual understanding and skills 

across as well as within the grade level. The curriculum for each stage will suggest the systematic 

increment where the concepts and skills will be spirally bound, leading to vertical as well as horizontal 

progression of the concepts and skills development by increasing the challenges. 

 

Reference: - KPS Visual Arts Curriculum Progression documents. 

The areas of development through the exploration of concepts and skills are given below- 

 

 



 

Areas of Development Concept/Skill Sub Concept/Skill 

Cognitive Development 

Free expression- (The ability to vent out the innermost feelings, traumas, etc.) 

Free play with visual and plastic mediums, scribbling images 

Imagination – (The ability to produce images, ideas, and sensations in the 

mind without any immediate input of the senses) 

Story Illustration, Subjective Composition 

Visualisation – (The technique of creating images, diagrams, or animations to 

communicate both abstract and concrete ideas) 

Observation-based composition 

Creativity- (A phenomenon whereby something new and somehow valuable is 

formed, that may be intangible or a physical object) Composition based on 

experiences and overall understanding 

Expressions 

Use of image sources 

The Image Development Strategies 

Include elaboration, repetition, 

simplification, abstraction, multiplication, 

superimposition, fragmentation, 

animation, serialization, stylization, 

rotation, reversal, point of view, 

magnification, minimisation, 

juxtaposition, distortion, exaggeration, 

and metamorphosis. 

Conceptual Development 

Learners need a good foundation at the conceptual level so they can apply 

the concepts they have learned to new situations. These are the attributes to 

interact the physical world as well as spiritual 'Self'. 

Exploration and use of visual elements. 

principle of Art 

Observational Study- Nature, Human, Animal and Still life 

The Elements of Art 

Line, Colour, Shape, Form, Texture 

The Principle of Art 

Rhythm, Balance, Emphasis(contrast), 

Proportion, Gradation, Harmony, Variety, 

Movement 

Aesthetic Development 

- Sense of Beauty 

- Artistic Literacy 

- Ability to appreciate 

Art and Culture - Understand the 

distinctive styles of visual images from 

various historical, cultural, and social 

contexts 

Responding to artworks created from 

variety of purpose 

Collaboration 

-Responsible, responsive, and respectful of others & environment 

-Set targets and insist on intellectual integrity 

-Collaborative and supportive 

-Appreciate the importance of culture, context, and community 

Working co-operatively to develop a 

group display 

Sensory Development 

Humans experience sensations through interactions with the environment; 

interpreting the meaning of these sensations for actions is called sensory 

processing. When a learner uses her senses to discover a new object, she 

creates a neuronal pathway in the brain. The more often she stimulates her 

senses from her environment, the more likely she is to create new neuronal 

pathways and strengthen old neuronal pathways in the brain. 

Methods & 

Materials - Explore 

and use a variety of 

material to create 

craft or interactive 

artwork. 

Spatial 

Understanding 

Clay Modeling 

Pottery 

Construction and 

Manipulation 

 


